^he  liaw  and  Yeup  Pefes 


A  Guide  to  City  Laws 
and 

Animal  Services 
by 

The  San  Francisc9^Animal  Control 
and  Welfare  Commission 


Ernest  A.  Siegel,  D.V.M.,  Chairman 
Stanley  Mahy,  Vice  Chairman 

Henry  Schindel 
Edgar  N.  Stone 
Barney  Barron,  R&PD 
Lester  Howe,  P.H.D, 
u..ri<iw  Q  F  p  n 


Philip  Anson 
Muriel  Kolster 
Fred  Methner 
Charles  Radetich 


Violators  are  subject  to  citation  and  fine. 


LICENSE.  Every  dog  over  the  age  of  6  months  must  be  licensed.  Rabies  shots  are  not  required.  Licenses  are 
obtained  through  the  Office  of  Tax  Collector,  City  Hall  and  expire  on  June  30.  Annual  fee  is  35.00.  Upon 
presentation  of  a  certificate  signed  by  a  licensed  veterinarian  stating  your  dog  has  been  spayed  or  neutered,  fee  is 
reduced  to  $2.50.  Application  by  mail  should  include  a  copy  of  the  certificate.  Certificates  are  not  required  for 
subsequent  applications.  Licenses  are  not  transferrable  from  pet  to  pet  or  owner  to  owner.  If  your  tag  is  lost  or 
stolen,  a  duplicate  may  be  obtained  for  51.00  upon  presentation  of  original  certificate  of  ownership. 

Cats  are  not  required  to  be  licensed.  As  a  service  only  your  Animal  Control  Officer  (SPCA)  will  register  your 
cat  for  S3.00  for  5  years.  This  fee  includes  identification  tag  and  expandable  safety  collar.  Health  Code  215  216 
218. 

LEASH.  All  dogs  must  be  on  a  leash  not  longer  than  eight  (8)  feet  when  off  the  owner's  property  or  not  in 
enclosed  area.  Designated  "animal  exercise  areas"  are  exempted.  Unleashed  dogs  may  be  impounded.  Dogs  are 
prohibited  at  the  S.F.  Zoo  and  children's  playgrounds.  Dogs  and  cats  are  prohibited  in  establishments  selling  food. 
Health  Code  41  41. 12(a),  41.5,  440.3(b);  Park  Code  46. 

NUISANCE.  No  owner  shall  permit  his  dog  or  cat  to  soil  private  or  public  property,  excepting  gutters,  without 
immediately  removing  such  feces  from  said  property.  Health  Code  Sec.  40. 

LIMIT.  Limit  to  the  number  of  dogs  over  the  age  of  6  months  is  3  per  domicile.  More  than  3  dogs  requires  a 
Kennel  Permit  and  License.  Subject  to  Health  Dept.  requirements,  the  limit  of  4  small  animals  per  domicile 
includes  cats.  Health  Code  Sec.  37,  220,  221. 

BREEDING.  Owners  must  not  allow  their  dogs  and  cats  to  breed  in  public  areas.  Health  Code  41. 12(b). 
ACCIDENT.  Anyone  striking  a  dog  or  cat  with  a  vehicle  must  stop  and  report  the  accident  to  the  owner  or  to  the 
Police  Department.  Vehicle  Code  2002. 

DUTIES  OF  OWNERS.  It  is  the  responsibility  of  the  owner  to  provide  his  animal  with  adequate  food,  water, 
shelter,  care,  exercise  and  attention.  Health  Code  Sec.  41. 12(c). 

BARKING.  Owners  must  not  allow  dogs  to  bark  or  make  any  noise,  day  or  night,  to  the  disturbance  of  any 
person.  Health  Code  41  (i),  41. 12(d). 

BITING  All  dog  bites  must  be  reported  to  the  Department  of  Public  Health.  At  the  determination  of  the 
Department  of  Health,  District  Attorney  or  Courts,  a  biting  dog  may  be  quarantined,  impounded  or  destroyed. 
Health  Code  41. 11(c),  41,5. 1. 

QUARANTINE.  No  owner  shall  violate  any  quarantine  directive.  Health  Code  Sec.  41.11(b). 
ABANDONMENT.  No  person  may  willfully  abandon  any  domestic  dog  or  cat.  Penal  Code  597(s). 
DOG  FIGHTS.  No  person,  for  amusement  or  gain,  shall  cause  any  animal  to  attack       other  animal  or  persw^ 
No  person  shall  be  present  at  any  place  where  such  fights  between  animals,  or  animals  and  people,  are  deliberately 
caused.  Penal  Code  597b,  597c. 

POISQNING.  No  person  shall  administer  or  expose  to  another's  animal  any  poison,  without  consent  ot  owner. 
Penal  Code  596. 

CRUELTY.  No  person  shall  maliciously  kill,  maim  or  wound  any  animal.  Penal  Code  597 
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Dogs  may  run  off  leash  but  not  to  commit  litter  (Section  40). 
1.  Golden  Gate  Park:  Section  bounded  by  Lincoln  Way,  South  Drive,  5th  and  7th  Avenues. 
Z  Golden  Gate  Park:  Northeast  section,  Stanyan  and  Grove  Streets. 

3.  Golden  Gate  Park:  Section  bounded  by  South  Drive,  Kennedy  Drive,  34th  and  38th  Avenues. 

4.  Golden  Gate  Park:  Dog  training  area  —  38th  and  Fulton. 

5.  Buena  Vista  Park  West 

6.  Mountain  Lake  Park:  Lake  Street  between  8th  and  12th  Avenues. 

7.  North  side  of  Stern  Grove:  Wawona  Street,  between  21st  and 
23rd  Avenues.  "  :i 

8.  Lake  Merced:  North  section  at  Lake  Merced  Blvd.  and  Middlefield. 
B.Bernal  Heights:  Entire  top  area  bounded  by  Bernal  Heights  Blvd. 

10.  McLaren  Park:  Top  section  bounded  by  Shelley  Drive. 

11.  McLaren  Park:  South  section,  via  1600  block  of  Geneva  or  1600  block  of  Sunnydale 

12.  Sand  lot  at  39th  Avenue  and  Quintara  Street. 

13.  22nd  Street,  between  Arkansas  and  Connecticut  Streets. 

14.  Dolores  Park:  18th  Street  between  Church  and  Dolores  Streets. 


Additions  to  dog  exercise  areas  is  an  on-going  process.  For  further  information  call  Animal  Control  and  Welfa 
Connmission  (558-5775). 


Many  a  dog  has  been  known  to  perform  great  services 
for  its  owner  —  alerting  him  of  a  prowler,  an  injured 
family  member  or  of  a  fire.  We  are  a  city  of  over  half 
a  million  people  —  and  more  families  are  keeping  dogs 
because  they  enhance  family  life  and  are  good 
company!  But  pet  ownership  requires  responsibility. 
Be  a  thoughtful  dog  owner.  Obey  city  laws  and  see 
that  others  do,  too.  Let's  make  our  pets  a  city 
resource  —  not  a  city  nuisance. 


